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TheAuthority of Law and the Law Enforcer

Li Yi, Nankai University

Abstract: Against the backdrop of China’slegal construction, this paper draws on critical
discourse analysis to explore the constructive effect of policeman’s discourse on the
congtruction of legal authority and policeman’s personal authority. The data used for the



analysis is collected in the community police station where policeman questioned suspects.
The analysis shows that the questioning process involves four types of power subjects (law,
court, policeman as the individual and policemen as the collective), with policeman’s personal
authority as the core of the constructive efforts. As a result, the policeman’s persona authority
is positively constructed, the policeman’s collective authority is not obvioudy affected, while
the authority of law and court isto some extent weakened.

Key words: law, policeman, suspect, discourse, authority



