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| “maternity tourism ”’services for Chinese mothers wanting to give birth to gain
“ ”»” ( )
2 An ordinary Chinese woman struggled in obscurity
3 In 2013 one Chinese woman was arrested in Sunset Park
2013
4 Sometimes Chinese women are their own worst enemy
5 best victory is to see Chinese women finally speaking out on
6 A large amount of Chinese women In management positions are CEOs
7 A group of middle-aged Chinese women performing a square dance routine
3 Its in light of Chinese women’s low attitudes towards themselves
. . . Social Status investigation revealed their low self—
Data in the Third Chinese women’s . &
9 perception
Discrimination against girls start young so what . .
& & young Chinese women up against?
10 | are "
43 “ »
Al Al
7 “ S “she was sentenced
“ 7 to death” “ s
. My sister wanted help. She wanted legal 2. o
and other intervention to help save her marriage and “ ”
help save her. She called the police many times; she o “
went to the women’s federation to the community com— 7
mittee. But nobody came to her rescue.
4 » o 2:

One an American woman with a celebrity Chinese husband
did not take no for answer: She won public support and ended
up winning a divorce in a highly publicized court case.

The other an ordinary Chinese woman struggled in obscurity
finally becoming so desperate she killed her husband and was
sentenced to death. She became well known only as she sat on

« ”. death row.
43
7 “did o
not take no for answer win end up winning”
é“ ”»
“struggle become desperate kill be sentenced to o
death become well-known sit on death row” . 3. o
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1 women have fewer chances Than men to express their needs.

affluent educated females in China describe themselves as*** | men’s inferior and marrying well remains more valued than
2 doing well for a large majority.

Widely circulated statistics paint a rosy picture of China namely that - . .
o But these statistics conceal bitter truths. Certain cour—
more women go to university than men (49. 6 percent) and that a large . . .

. . . ses place high quotas on female admission— or bar
amount of Chinese women in management positions are CEOs( 19 per .

cent) . : 49. 6%

women altogether.

(19%) .

(44.3%)
. . 14.2% .
55.7%

" ,
° 5
° 1 8 12 3 23
. \ 2 2 5 | 5
3 7 4 2 13
. 4 s . . .
° 5 8 6 2 16
’ 6 4 2 0 6
7 4 6 2 12
“« »” ° i 8 7 3 1 1
o 0 4 5 2 11
: 10 6 3 4 3
T 1 5 6 2 13
) ) 12 3 3 : ;
o 63 59 20 142
(41.5%) 44.30% | 41.50% | 14.20% | 100.00%
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(1) the dancing women known popularly as da ma
or “big mamas. ”

(2) Ever-growing numbers of enthusiastic danc—
ers—usually " damas" or elderly women

( 3) stories on dancing " damas" —mnot all of them
flattering

(4) a simmering dispute between enthusiastic
“damas” and their irritated neighbours

(5) photos of a group of middle-aged Chinese
women performing a square dance routine

(6) The armies of dancing grannies

[13 »

[13 ”»

6« ”»

[3 »

(1) The armies of dancing grannies who fill the

country’s parks and plazas every morning and evening
deafening passers-by with their music must fall in
line.

(2) the tens of millions of older women who make
a noisy habit of public square dancing

(3) groups of women — sometimes several hun—
dred strong — shuffling hopping swaying and sha—
king in unison

(4) A generation of women mostly between 55
and 65 grew up in the collectivist Maoist era and still
enjoy doing things together in public

(5) The hours kept by da ma reflect the rhythms
of the countryside a timetable that may be out of step

with an increasingly urban society.
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the Women’s Day in 2015

and social ideology. After the tentative critical analysis of the news discourse
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A Corpus-Based Critical Discourse Analysis of the

Chinese Women's Media Image in Major Western Newspapers

LI Na ZHANG Qi
( College of Foreign Languages Capital Normal University. Beijing 100037 China)

Abstract: Based on a corpus of 12 news reports collected from the major western newspapers published around

the present study aims at disclosing the interactive relationship among discourse power

it was found that the western media

had the assumption that the present Chinese women were weak passive and inferior to the women in other societies
and to the male gender. Such an image was created and constructed in the processing of the news writing quoting

and editing producing a negative impact on the understanding of the Chinese women.

Key words: Chinese women status; critical discourse analysis; news reports
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