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Abstract: Politics and language are 0 closely related that, asL akoff put it, politics is language and, at the
same time, language is politics The close relation betw een politics and language is revealed in the political
disoourse, w hich includes political peeches, slogans and posters, manifestoes, and politician’ s answv ering
guestions Beard, in his new ly published book, The L anguage o Politics, analyzes the English politcal
disoourse by means of discourse analysis and points out some of the features of the English political
discourse This article first makes a contrastive study of the English political discourse and the Chinese
political discourse Then it gpplies the critical discourse analysis to the English and Chinese political
discourse,making an attempt to see how political discourse denonstrate the different personality of w est
and east politicians
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W e are the party of practical ideas today. T he
Tories are the party of outdated dogna

W e are the party of the decent, hardworking
majority. The Tories the party of extremes

W e are the party that can unify the nation and
bring it together. The Tories are the party that can
divide it

Our canpaignw ill be N ev L abour
Ourmanifesto w ill beN ewv L abour
And if elected our governrment will be N ew

L abour.
(Tony Blair)

Government of the people, by the people, for
the people
(A braham L incoln in his Gettysburg A ddress)
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W e are detemined to mprove education all
round So | an allocating for the coming year to
education an additional 250 million M aking a total
additional comm itment to education sincew e cane
to power of 2 5million

The extramoney | announced last July for the
NHS (Health Service) comeson strean from next
month | have decided that this allocation to health
of 1 2 billion for next year should today be
increased by another 500 million to 1 7 billion
This takes the total additional investment w e have
provided for the NHS in our first ten months to 2
billion

TheNHS is safe in this goverrment’ s hands

(Excerpt of GordonBrow n’ sbudget gpeech in
1998)
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