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A Perspective of Cultural Discourse from a Typological Point of
View

Yu Shengming

Abstract: This article discusses the interrelationship between culture, discourse, and language, arguing that linguistic
typology is a major determinant of the deep structure of discourse and a major influence on the paradigm of discourse, which
reflects and is reflected by, constructs and is constructed by the culture within the language community. Therefore, the unique
Chinese typology requires a unique system and paradigm of discourse for Chinese culture. This is necessitated, on the one
hand, by the present need to build us a cultural power, and is a pathway, on the other, for studying and disseminating culture
that is essentially not self-evident.

Key words: culture; discourse; linguistic typology; perspective of discourse on Chinese Culture
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Discourse Functionality and New Discourses in Contemporary
China

Tian Hailong

Abstract: This paper raises the issue of discourse functionality and, starting from language function, discusses the contents
and the features of discourse functions. The paper illustrates further how discourse represents, constructs and participates in the
social event. It points out that new discourses are new not only because of the new words and new styles of speaking, but also
the way of representing, constructing and doing involved in the new discourses.

Key words: discourse functionality; new discourse; social change

22



