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Computer-Assisted English Writing Instruction : Activitiesand Advantages

Tian Hai-long
(English Department , Tianjin University of Commerce, Tianjin 300400, China)

Abstract : This article describes eight activities in a computer - asssted English writing class.
They are the activities of re-writing, combining, deleting/ adding, converting, editing, writing on
computer , writing by email , and evaluating. The gpplication of these sdf-desgned activities reveds
two advantages of applying computer in an English writing class: an easy involvement of the students
in writing and an easy processon of teaching English writing.
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4.1

4.2

Working in the neighborhood grocery store as a
checker was one of the worst jobs I've ever had. 1p
thefirg place, | had to wear an ugly, scratchy uni-
form cut at least three inches too short. My schedule
of working hours was another inconvenience because
my hours changed each week , it was imposdble to
make plansin advance, and getting a day off wasout
of the question. In addition, the lack of working
gace bothered me. Except for haf hour lunch break ,
| was redricted to three feet of room behind the
counter and consequently felt as if | were no more
then a cog in the cash regiser.
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Although Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee
were fierce adversaries during the Civil War , their
lives, both military and nonmilitary , had a great deal
in common. Grant descended from a family whose
members participated in the American Revolution.
He recelved his commisson of second lieutenant from



West Point and served in the Spanish - American
War. He waslater summoned by Presdent Lincoln to
assume command of the Union forces during the Civil
War. After the Givil War, Grant suffered financia
problems and forced to declare bankruptcy. Lee d
descended from family which engaged in the Ameri-
can Revolution. He, too, received his commisson
from West Point and later fought in Mexico during
the Sanish - American War. Hisfame as a military
strategist during the Civil War, when he was the
commander of the confederate armies, iswell known.
Although it is not dways pointed out by historians,
he, like Grant, had financid difficulties ater the
Civil War and was compelled to declare bankruptcy.
By securing a post as presdent of Washington Col-
lege, he was able to avoid additional poverty.
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Although Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee
were fierce adversaries during the Civil War, their
lives, both military and nonmilitary , had a great deal
in common. Grant descended from a family whose
members participated in the American Revolution.
L ee a0 descended from family which engaged in the
American Revolution. Grant (He) received his comr
misson of second lieutenant from West Point and
served in the Spanish - American War. (He, too, re-
celved his commisson from West Foint and later
fought in Mexico during the Sanish - American
War.) S didLee. Grant (He) was later summoned
by Presgdent Lincoln to assume command of the U-
nion forces during the Ci-vil War. Smilarly, Lees
(His) fame as a military strategist during the Civil
War , when he was the commander of the confederate
armies, is well known. After the Civil War, Grant
suffered financia problems and forced to declare
bankruptcy. (Although it is not aways pointed out
by historians, he, like Grant , had financial difficul-
ties ater the Civil War and was compelled to declare
bankruptcy. By securing a post as presdent of Washr
ington College, he was able to avoid additiona pover-

ty.) And Lee experienced a Smilar suffering.
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